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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Welcome to the new, palindrome-less year, and the first issue of 
Syndicommotion's second volume.  I sit here typing this, my thirteenth 
introduction, and thinking about all the words I've formed and all the 
people who have read them.  It composes a small part of the literary 
traffic that occurs on Syndicomm Online.

There are some names that appear continuously on some forums' bulletin 
boards.  There are others that appear more rarely, but in varied places.  
Then there are the lurkers who have very specific interests, and add 
their two cents only occasionally.

No matter how loud or constant a voice is, each contributes to the 
atmosphere of Syndicomm Online and the knowledge base each forum 
represents.  I'm always glad to hear from fellow Syndicomm Online 
members, and read their words as regularly as they write them.  Whether 
it's a question or an answer, readers of both benefit, as do you; chances 
are you wouldn't be here otherwise.

I hope you'll find something to say, and share it with the rest of us, 
too.

Happy New Year,

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicomm Relocation
--------------------
Effective 5:00 AM PST on Sunday, December 29, Syndicomm is operating on 
new servers in Tennessee.  There may be some glitches left for a few days 
while kinks are ironed out from the new servers.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience.  Meanwhile, enjoy the higher speed of this faster setup!

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest
mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit
<http://www.syndicomm.com/news.html> for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the
forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to
<http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that
forum's keyword.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword       Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========    ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK       150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM           590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC            605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2             645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON         650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Unix                UNIX           675   Wayne Arthurton    UNIX
Live Games          LIVEGAMES      810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN            820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG            833   Michele Greb       RPG
Gamebits            GAMEBITS       850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES        910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS      915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN          940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE        950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES       955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL          990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
WTC Discussion      WTC           1600   Eric Shepherd      WTC

The Unix Forum is currently under construction.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
2003 promises to offer a whirlwind of blockbuster hits.  At least three 
Marvel comic books will be adapted to the silver screen: Daredevil, 
X-Men, and The Incredible Hulk.  Also watch for Schwarzenegger's return 
as his most famous role in Terminator 3.  Scope out the new topics for 
these films in Category 51: Movies.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
The votes are in, and we have the best games of 2002 listed for you.  
Whether Santa brought you an Xbox, GameCube, PlayStation 2, or Game Boy 
Advance, a bounty of bodacious amusements await.  Find this run-down in 
Category 2, Topic 8: Cross-Console Conversations.  And what did Santa 
bring the corporate side of the electronic entertainment industry?  Was 
Nintendo nice or naughty?  What about Konami... or Greece?  Check Santa's 
lists twice in Category 8, Topic 1: General Industry News.

Singles
Page 910
Keyword: SINGLES
----------------
Though literary discussions more frequently occur in the Prolific Quill 
community, a good book can be important to relationships as well.  How 
important is being a well-read and learned individual to being a 
fulfilling mate?  Does it matter if you read fiction versus philosophy, 
or Dickens vs. Cliff's Notes?  Discuss this topic more in Category 3, 
Topic 3: Book Reviews.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
In the inaugural episode of "The Simpsons", Bart Simpson made up a word 
to win a game of Scrabble.  He didn't get away with it, though.  Are 
writers similarly restricted?  Do we challenge the limits of the English 
language by creating new words when useful - or are we redundantly being 
redundant by making up unnecessary words?  Add your two cents (or more) 
in Category 5, Topic 5: Vocabulary.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to 
its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more 
that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the
service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following
topics to have their own discussion areas: TV/Movies/Music; Windows/PCs;
Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and
professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or
other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
Currently, the only offline readers for Syndicomm are for the Apple II
platform.  Syndicomm engineering is willing to work with any interested
programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh,
Windows, or other operating systems. Email eng@syndicomm.com if
interested.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II
and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2003 by Syndicomm.
All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are
trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
